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The 11th Kyoto Notre Dame University English Speech Contest was held on Saturday, October
16, 2021. This annual speech contest began in 2011 as one of the commemorative events
celebrating the University’s 50" anniversary and continues the tradition with this year’s 60%
anniversary festivities.

We invited applications from high school students from around the country to deliver original
and well-crafted speeches on any topic of their choice. This year we received 40 applications, and bt
after evaluating the candidates we were able to narrow the field to 10 contestants.

For the second year in a row, the contest was held online via Zoom and YouTube due to the
ongoing pandemic. The 10 finalists submitted video recordings of their speeches, which were
made available on YouTube for judging and public viewing. The judging panel comprised three
native-speaking English teachers (York Weatherford, Lyle De Souza, and Gretchen Clark), who all
observed that the contestants’ speeches were of a very high quality, making it difficult to choose
only three winners. In the end, the First Prize was awarded to a student from Kyoto Municipal
Saikyo Senior High School for her powerful speech that called attention to the serious issue of “Racism in Japan.” The Honor Prize
went to a student from Tokyo Metropolitan Kokusai High School for a skillfully delivered speech called “The Meaning of Richness.”
Finally, a student from Suma Gakuen High School received the Special Prize for her speech titled “Walking Towards a Dream,”
which described the benefits of walking for stimulating creative thinking.

The speakers should all be commended for their efforts. We look forward to another strong group of competitors at the next contest.
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