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The 8th Kyoto Notre Dame University English Speech
Contest was held on Sunday, October 28, 2018. This
year's contest continues a tradition that began as part
of the celebrations for KNDU’s 50th Anniversary in
2011. We invited applications from high school students

from around the country to deliver original and
well-crafted speeches on any topic of their choice. This
year we received a record number of thirty-seven
applications, and after evaluating the candidates we
were able to narrow the field to ten contestants.

The contest took place on the final day of the
University Festival (ND%2) in ND Hall. We had a good

turnout of audience members to listen
to ten very strong speeches. The
judging  panel comprised  three
native-speaking English teachers, who
all observed that the contestants’
speeches were of a very high quality,
making it difficult to choose only three
winners. In the end, the First Prize was
awarded to Ms. Rin Ito, a first-year
student from Josei Gakuen Senior High
School in Osaka, for her speech entitled
‘Poverty in the Phillippines,” which
offered ways to help street children in
that country. The Honor Prize went to Ms. Emiri Sugata
from Kobe Municipal Fukiai High School for her speech,
‘Do You Often Show Your Love?” Ms. Rinka Kanai from
Notre Dame Jogakuin Senior High School received the
Special Prize for her speech called “Tourism in Japan:
Blessing or Curse?”

All of the speakers should be commended for their
efforts. We look forward to another strong group of
competitors at the next contest.
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