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O-hisashiburi desu !
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REFLECTIONS

O-hisashiburi desu! Writing this brings back many memories of my
years in Japan: today, mostly memories of you alumnae members; of the
buildings and campus of NDWC (now NDU); and of the magnificent
autumn leaves that make Kyoto so lovely in the fall.

Some of you remember me as Sister Maris Stella Moorhem, the
religious name | used when I first arrived in Japan in 1963. But for most of
you, I m Sister Joan Moorhem, “Joan™ being my legal and baptismal
name.

I was in Japan, mostly Kyoto, from 1963-1973, and again from
1976-1984. During those vears | taught many of you: Reading [ and Il
(remember those big, heavy ENGLAND IN LITERATURE books?).
Composition; The Modern Novel: Modern Poetry; and the Metaphysical
Poets. I also had many of you for seminar and directed your graduation
theses—all in English! Eventually I also taught Scripture and worked with
several small Bible groups at the college and out in the community.

After I returned to the States, | moved into social work, with victims
of domestic violence for 11 years and with refugees and immigrants for 5
years. [ also did some studying and some communily service [or the
School Sisters of Notre Dame. These days, I" m semi-retired and living in
my home town, St. Louis, Missouri. I' m a volunteer teacher with the
Immigrant and Refugee Women’ s Program; my student is a Muslim
woman from Iraq. She works hard at learning to read, speak and write
English. [ also serve part-time as a prayer guide and spiritual director.

I" m writing this in November, and here in the United States, we
celebrate Thanksgiving Day this month, “Thanks” is the one word that
sums up my feelings about all the gifts I received during my Japan years. 1
am grateful for so many things: the opportunity to learn about Buddhism
and Buddhist spirituality; the beauty of each season; but mostly for the
many Japanese people who were and continue to be part of my life. Thank
you! And my prayer is that each of you finds something in your life to say
“Thank you!™ for, too.

Siater Joan Moonrkem
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Dear Alumnae Members,

How happy | am to be able to send a greeting to each of you after
such a long time. The years have passed so quickly, haven’ tthey? I have
fond memories of teaching so many of you. I really enjoyed my years at
NDWC from 1975 through 1998. I also remember so many of you and
many teachers of those days. During that entire time [ was a member of
the Language Training staff in the English Department and for several
years laught Composition and Christian Literature as well.

I arrived in Japan in 1965 and first spent almost two years of
language study in Tokyo. After that [ moved to Kyoto where [ taught
English at NDJ. Those, too, were memorable years. Of course, 1
continued my own study of Japanese as well.

My language classes were always a joy for me especially when |
could see the progress each student made. If you recall, I worked not only
on grammar and conversation, but tried to help you to be aware of world
events and the needs of others, both material and personal. Not only
through the Christian Literature classes - but also in English classes -
human values were always a priority for me. In keeping with our ND
motto — Virtus et Scientia (Toku to Chi) — the topics, stories, drills I used
often dealt with values. 1 especially enjoyed composition classes because
then it was easier for you to express your thoughts and feelings in writing
than in conversation.

Do you also remember the outreach project for the education of poor
village children, youth and women in India? Many of you participated in
that through your donations and volunteer clerical work. Unfortunately,
many have forgotten ... can you join once again to share from your
blessings for the education of poor children?

This summer [ celebrated 60 years — my “Diamond Jubilee” — as a
School Sister of Notre Dame. Actually, I' m still celebrating! © Each of
you was a special gift in my life. My message to you now is to encourage
you to look back on your memories of NDWC and the teachers who made
a difference in your life. It is my dear hope that you have carried with you
the values you™ ve learned and witnessed at NDWC.

Sr. Sean Setmid. SSND
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