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Hello to everyone! And congratulations on the 50th issue
of “Marian.” The spirit of Notre Dame is alive and
continuing in you, your families, and your friends.

My 18 years in Japan have been an ongoing gift in my life.
| am especially grateful for the friendships | made and the
students | taught.

After returning to the USA, | began a second career in
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Congratulations on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of
your Alumnae Association! How well | remember the years |
taught at NDWD (now NDU). | really enjoyed my English
classes...| hope you did, too! | know | was strict, but you all
made much progress and we had a lot of fun as well...at
least | did! © | remembered using songs in the Language
Lab to help you remember grammatical patterns.
Composition classes and how you became such better
writers is a good memory, too. Christian literature was also

Sr. XY — Y—> BAETRE
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social services, working with abused women and their
children for 11 years, and with refugees for 5 years.

I’'m 81 now, mostly retired and living with 2 other SSND’s
here in St. Louis, the city where | was born and grew up.
As T.S. Eliot wrote: “In my end is my beginning.”

| ask God to bless you and all you love. Be well!

5N7=ZITT, SREERICAFILTWVSSL2WETH B
AEBEBHHRELEEL T, HIEXDPICHEBILENDZETT, |

VD

a favorite class of mine...with songs and stories from the
Bible. Do you remember any of these things? | am so
happy that many of you became English teachers,
Interpreters, guides...and in other ways kept up your English
skills. A number of you still keep in contact with me by
email and I'm so happy to see that you still have your
English skills. May God bless each of you. You are in my
thoughts and prayer. I'd love to hear from you!
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Mr. Kenneth E Wright %%k

€ Since ‘graduating’ from Notre Dame in March, 2010, |
have spent much of my time writing fiction in my native
English when not taking trips to various countries. My short
novel AN AMERICAN LOVE SONG IN SURVIVAL JAPANESE
was published as a Kindle eBook and as an Amazon
paperback in 2018 and is now available on all Amazon
e-stores including Amazon Japan (amazon.co.jp). It is a
romantic comedy based very loosely on my experiences as

an American male trying to understand Japanese females -who are quite different
from American females. You can find it on Amazon Japan by either typing “Kenneth
Wright” or the title in the search box. You will probably first get the page for the
paperback edition that costs 734 yen but if you click on the Kindle edition you can
get the eBook version for 110 yen and read a free sample first. | hope you enjoy it!

# What | remember by far the most from my 37 years of teaching at ND is the
students, the Students and again THE STUDENTS! When | ‘graduated’ from ND, |
wrote a short essay “To All My Students” for ND’s Renouveau #82 You can still
read it for free by going to Booksie.com (www.booksie.com) and typing “Kenneth
Wright” in the search box where it is listed as “To All My Students At Notre Dame
Women'’s College, Kyoto, Japan”. You can also see listed there and read for free
most of my other other works of fiction that | have written since my 'Graduation’.
Though most, including my published short novel, are meant for Americans who
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know nothing about Japan, | have tried to keep the
vocabulary and sentences as simple and easy to read as
possible so that Japanese readers can read and enjoy them,
too. | hope you will enjoy reading some of my other works
as well.

@ | think the most important thing for you alumnae to do is
to keep the family spirit of ND alive. On my college’s one
year study abroad program, | attended Waseda University
and was horrified by the huge number of students in each
class. If | had taught you ND students in such large classes,
| would not have been able to know how wonderful you are.
But at ND | was able to teach you in small, family-like
classes and feel everywhere | went at ND, we are all part of
one family. That to me is what makes ND so special. ND
cannot become and SHOULD NOT TRY to become a
Waseda University or some other famous large Japanese
university. They are much too large to give their students
the small family spirit | enjoyed so much when teaching you
at ND. ND now has many foreign students. Great! As long
as they, too, can feel they are part of ND’s family. So please,
KEEP THE FAMILY SPIRIT OF NOTRE DAME ALIVE!!
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€ | am now doing what | wanted to do when | was a student but
could not because of a change in the environment and that is to
study or learn the Germanic languages. The reason | wanted to
learn them was because | wanted to read the many books
written in those languages, such as Nietzsche, Heidegger,
Kierkegaard, etc. But at this age I'm having problems in learning
a new language, especially to remember words.

@ The biggest impact ND had on me was that the students
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were all girls. | will never forget the first day of my classes,
which was a class in English pronunciation. The room was full,
since all students were required to take the class. They were all
so beautiful in their uniforms and were all so brilliant.

@ | just hope that the students remain as beautiful and brilliant
as at my first class. | was so proud of all who graduated when |
was teaching and wish that they will keep up the good work they
have done at ND.
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