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Current life

I retired from full-time service in 2014 and continued to teach part-time until this year. In
December I became 70, and I finally taught my last class in January, 2020.

I have been enjoying outdoor life, especially nature photography, walking, and cycling near my
home 1n Shiga Prefecture. I post photos on SNS and on my blog Shiga Rivers (https:/shigarivers.com).
Learning the names of birds, insects, and flowers has been an interesting challenge, but often I
enjoy just being outdoors without any special purpose.

Recently I have been confronted with my mortality. In Spring, 2019, I was diagnosed the
pancreatic cancer. In July I underwent major surgery, a pancreaticoduodenectomy (also known as a Whipple procedure). In January
this year cancer was discovered again, this time in my liver. I am currently undergoing chemotherapy. The future is quite
uncertain, but I remain grateful for having been blessed with an interesting life, my family, with two sons now in their 40s, and a
long and satisfying career at Kyoto Notre Dame University.

KNDU memories
I began to teach at Kyoto Notre Dame University on October 1, 1977. I have far too many memories to list in a short essay!

Early in my career I was strongly influenced by several sisters, especially Sr. Jean Schmidt, Sr. Vivienne Hazlett, and Sr. Celine
Matsumoto. Sr. Jean’s infectious joy and creativity in teaching inspired me to experiment with various teaching methods and to
continue learning as an educator. Sr. Vivienne personified discipline and faithful service. I enjoyed many long conversations with
her. I have known Sr. Celine since she offered me a teaching position at Notre Dame Women’s College in 1977. Her guidance and
vision inspired me 1n many ways over the years, and her efforts in international affairs enabled many Notre Dame students to study
abroad. I fondly remember many other colleagues, some of whom are no longer with us. Often I think of my old friend, Professor
Bruce Geisler, who shared his great knowledge of literature and history in many hours of deep conversation.

KNDU has changed in many ways over the decades. I was especially involved in international affairs, the Library, and the
development of computer network facilities. Working closely with staff members was very interesting and rewarding. I really
enjoyed working together as we created new facilities and services for students and faculty.

Message to students and graduates

In more than four decades of teaching two generations of students, I have learned many lessons. For example, as a teacher I learned
to respect the unique individuality of each student. Young people have to find their paths through life. Sometimes they fail, and
that’s okay. We older people can help by listening and encouraging them.

Finally, as we emphasize at Kyoto Notre Dame University, personal integrity is important. I hope that all of us, as well as future
generations of students, will continue to grow 1n curiosity, courage, and compassion.

Gregory Peterson (2020-02-06)
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