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For ALUMNAE NEWS

Dear Graduates of Notre Dame,

| As the College completes its 25th year, I am completing more

| than 50 years as an educator and am looking forward to a second

l career with new enthusiasm. There is a saying {(among the middle-
aged) that "life begins at forty." Now as I (well into old-age)

retire from the classroom, I want to say, '"life begins at seventy.'

My many years of teaching have offered a constant challenge to

'do better next year'. As each new year opened I could look back on

the past and see where I had not succeeded so I would start each

new year with something new—-in course content, in method, or simply

| the old things with a new spirit. New faces before me always meant

a new challenge: these students are learning this for the flrst time;

I must do my best for them.

My memories of you go back to the very first class of students
at NDWC., of whom so many had been my last students at Notre Dame
Jogakuin, - Of course, there are many among you whom I never taught
| (Lucky me, you may be thinking). But there are thousands of you
| - it was my privilege to teach during my fifteen years at the College—-
Reading, Conversation, Composition, Literature, E.S.S. activities.
{ . I'm sure that many of the facts you learned from me have long since
- vanished from your memories, just as many of your names and faces
have unfortunately vanished from mine, But I hope that what we have
... learned from each other will always remain to enrich our lives.

- From you I have learned so many beautiful things--smiling co-
operation with difficult assignments and unwelcome rules. . .courage
in meeting failure with real determination to succeed next time. . .
| earnestness in making up lost classes. . . patience with my terrible
mixture of 'Englese' and 'Japlish' [Vivienne-go] . . . quick forgive-
| ness of my many mistakes, my forgetfulness, things you may have felt

of gratitude--oh, so many unforgettable things you have taught me!

| From me I hope you have learned values more than mere facts-—-

| the value of trying to do beautifully and well whatever yvou do . . .
of promptness, neatness and painstaking effort in work . . . of
"keeping a rule where there is a rule, of freedom where there is no
law" . . . of justice and fairness to all . . . of understanding

and listening to 'the other side of the story’ when misunderstandings
{ occurred . . . of seeking to learn 'why' when problems arose . . .

of a faithful performance of duty and fulfilling of responsibility.

One of the most precious rewards of my long teaching career was
a note a recent student wrote on a final exam paper: "Sister, I like
vour smile. Please, never lose it." I hope that wish comes true!
| When we meet again--whenever, wherever—-you tell me your name and
1'11 give you my brightest smile! May God and Our Lady, Notre Dame,
bless you always!

z5uﬁahkh.ihwﬁf

too severe, too exacting, maybe even unfair . . . your words and -signs

1
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