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Januvary 14, 2000
The time [ spent in Kyoto was one of the best
limes of my life. Everyone I met n the program was
very helpful and enthusiastic about sharing their cul-
ture and language.
The lovely women in the Alumnae Association
were particularly kind and hospitable. This group was
responsible for many of the trips and culture programs.
| especially enjoyed the field trip to Renko-j1. Learn-
ing how to put on a Yukata was interesting and play-
ing the Koto was really fun. The Japanese social man-
ners I learned were most intriguing. The respect and
manners of Japanese people are truly remarkable.

[ have many fond memories of being taught tra-
ditional crafts/activities. These included pottery,
KyoSensu, Shodo, Ikehana, and Origami. The best part
was being able to bring these crafts home to show my
tamily and [riends.

Another aspect ol my education consisted of a
home stay with the Tokuda {amily. 1t was a wonderlul
experience, My host family treated me with such kind-
ness. I will always remember them and their generos-
ity, The lamily taught me many things about Japa-
nese history, home life, and traditions. I especially
enjoyed participating in the Tea Ceremony at the
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Tokuda home. Their historic home is very beautiful.
They prepared delightful meais, the Shabu-Shabu was
oishii. The Tokuda Family took me to numerous sites
around Kyoto. My favorites included Sanju-sangen-
do and Rakando. It was so nice of all of them to wel-
come me into their home, and I apprectated their hos-

pitality.

[ am fortunate to have had the opportunity fo
study in Kyote. It is a magnificent city. As the cul-
tural center of Japan, Kyoto offered many temples and
historical sites to explore, My favorite places, which
[ visited with the group, included Kinkakugt, Nijo-jo,

and Kiyomizu-dera.

With the loyalty and dedication of all of those
involved in this program, [ was able 10 learn and ap-
preciate many aspects of Japanese culture and lan-
ouage, | thank you very much for allowing me to share
some of my memories of my time spent at Noter Dame
Women's College in Kyoto. It was a priceless educa-

titonal experience and one I will always remember.

Domo Arigato Gozaimasi-ta,
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